312Dbb  D270  A171  T 
EXECUTIVE  OFFICE  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  AFFAIRS 


u 


DIVISION  OF  CONSERVATION  SERVICES 


John  A.  Bewick,  secretary 
Joel  A.  Lerner,  director 

Publication  #11774- 7-1000- 2-80-CR 
Approved  by  Alfred  C.  Holland,  State 
Purchasing  Agent 


The    Division   of    Conservation    Services 
was    established    in    1963    under    Massachusetts 
General    Laws,    Chapter    21,    Sections    18    -    25. 
The    Division's    major    responsibilities    include 


-Administration    of    three    grant-in-aid 
programs:    The    Federal    Land    and   Water 
Conservation    Fund    (Public    Law    88-5788), 
the   Massachusetts    Self-Help    Fund    (Chap- 
ter   132A,    Section    11),    and    the    Massach- 
usetts   Urban   Self-Help   Program    (Chap- 
ter  933,    Acts    of    1977) . 

-Review   and   processing   of    conservation 
restrictions   M.C.L.    Chapter    184, 
Sections    31-33. 

-Administration   of    funds    allocated    to 
the    conservation    districts. 

-In    conjunction   with    the    conservation 
districts,    the   provision   of    technical 
assistance    to   municipal    conservation 
and    recreation    commissions    and    to 
private    individuals    in   natural    resource 
matters . 

■Review   of   municipal   open   space/recreation 
plans   which    is    a   requirement    for    participation 
in   the    grants    program. 

•Promulgation   of    regulations    and    requirements 
for   participation   in    the    grant   programs. 


PROGRAMS  ADMINISTERED  BY  IHE  D: 


FEDERAL  LAND  AND  WATER  CONSERVATION  FUND 
(P.L.  88-578) 

Established  in  1965,  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation 
Fund  provides  for  the  reimbursement  of  up  to  50%  of  the 
costs  for  acquiring  and/or  developing  lands  for  outdoor 
recreation  use. 

Heritage  Conservation  and  Recreation  Service,  the 
Federal  agency  which  administers  this  program,  will 
consider  only  those  acquisition  and  development  proposals 
which  involve  areas  or  facilities  primarily  related  to 
outdoor  recreation  and  which  are  consistent  with  the 
State  Comprehensive  Outdoor  Recreation  Plan  (SCORP) . 
The  funds  for  this  program  are  annually  appropriated  by 
Congress  and  apportioned  to  the  Commonwealth  for 
allocation  among  state  agencies  and  municipalities. 

The  three  major  types  of  projects  acceptable  by 
Heritage  Conservation  and  Recreation  Services  are: 

Acquisition:  the  acquisition  of  land  and 
water  or  partial  rights  to  them. 

Development :  the  development  of  certain 
outdoor  recreation  activity  and  support 
facilities  needed  by  the  public  for  use 
of  the  area. 

Combination:  projects  which  encompass  both 
acquisition  and  development. 


THE  SELF-HELP  PROGRAM    (C.  132A,  SEC.  11) 

Established  in  1961,  this  program  assists 
municipalities  acquire  land  for  conservation  and  passive 
recreation  purposes.   In  order  to  be  eligible  under 
this  program,  the  municipality  must  have  an  established 
conservation  commission. 

The  intent  of  the  Self-Help  Program  is  to  preserve 
lands  and  waters  in  their  natural  state.   Foremost,  thir 
program  protects  areas  which  contain  unique  natural, 
historical,  or  cultural  features  or  extensive  water 
resources. 
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THE    SELF-HELP    PROGRAM      cont... 

The    funds    for    this   program  may  be    used   only    for    the 
acquisition   of    land    for   conservation   or   passive 
recreation   purposes.      Development   of   facilities    on    land 
acquired  with   Self-Help   monies    is    therefore    limited. 
The    cost    of   any    development  which   occurs    on    these    lands 
must   be    absorbed   by   the   municipality,    and   is   not   eligible 
for   reimbursement   under   the    Self-Help   program. 

This   program  provides    for    the    reimbursement    of    funds 
actually   expended  by   a  municipality   to   acquire    land   or 
interests    therein.      Reimbursement,    though,    may   not   exceed 
50%   of    the    approved   costs. 


THE    URBAN    SELF-HELP    PROGRAM 
(C.933,    ACTS    OF    1977) 

This  program  was  established  in  1977  to  assist 
cities  and  towns  acquire  lands  to  be  used  for  park  and 
recreation  purposes.  Any  city  or  a  town  with  a  popula- 
tion of  35,000  or  more  inhabitants,  which  has  a  park  or 
recreation  commission  and  a  conservation  commission,  is 
eligible  to  participate.  Reimbursement  of  up  to  80%  of 
the    total    cost   is   possible. 

Only  projects   which   are    to   be   developed   for   suitable 
outdoor   recreation  purposes,    be   it   active   or   passive, 
shall   be    considered    for   funding.      Proposed   uses    and 
development   plans   must  be    submitted  with    the   application 
for   funding. 

This  program,    unless   re-enacted  by   the   Legislature, 
will   expire   on  June   30,    1980. 


FOR    SPECIFIC    INFORMATION    ON    HOW    TO    PARTICIPATE 
IN    ANY    OF    THE    THREE    PROGRAMS    DISCUSSED    ABOVE, 
CONTACT    EITHER    THE    DIVISION    OF    CONSERVATION 
SERVICES    IN   BOSTON    OR   ONE    OF    THE    REGIONAL 
OFFICES     (SEE    LISTING    ON    LAST    PAGE) . 


GENERAL  PROGRAM  PARTICIPANT  REQUIREMENTS 

OPEN  SPACE  PLANS 

Each  applicant  (municipality)  must  submit  or 
have  on  file  an  approved  open  space/recreation 
plan  that  has  been  developed  or  updated  within 
the  past  five  years.   Each  project  considered 
for  funding  is  reviewed  for  consistency  with  its 
own  municipal  open  space  plan  and  also  the  State 
Comprehens ive  Outdoor  Recreation  Plan   (SCORP)  . 
Planning  requirements  are  available  upon  request 
from  the  division. 

AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION 

With  the  adoption  of  301  CMR  50.00,  Affirmative 
Action  Rules  and  Regulations,  the  Executive 
Office  of  Environmental  Affairs  requires  that 
each  grant  recipient  have  an  affirmative  action 
program.   The  Massachusetts  Commission  Against 
Discrimination  (MCAD)  reviews  each  municipality 
for  compliance.   Any  town  with  a  population 
under  10,000  needs  only  to  sign  an  assurance  of 
non-discrimination  in  housing  and  employment. 
Larger  municipalities  must  have  a  full  affirma- 
tive action  program  which  addresses  employment, 
fair  housing  and  contract  compliance. 

HOUSING  POLICY 

The  Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 
and  the  Executive  Office  of  Communities  and 
Development  (EOCD)  have  executed  a  memorandum 
of  understanding,  based  on  the  premise  that 
open  space  and  housing  issues  should  not  be 
mutually  exclusive.   Each  Self-Help  applicant 
is  reviewed  to  insure  that  it  is  not 
unreasonably  restricting  housing  growth. 

ACCESSIBILITY 
Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  Sec  504  : 

Facilities  and  programs  which  receive 

Federal  funding  assistance  shall  provide 
for  equal  access  and  participation  for 


the  handicapped.   All  development  projects 
will  be  reviewed  to  assure  that  facilities 
are  constructed  in  accordance  with  ASNI 
(American  National  Standards  Institute) 
standards  for  making  them  accessible  to 
and  useable  by  the  physically  handicapped. 

Title  VI  of  Civil  Rights  Acts  of  1964: 

Any  project  receiving  State  or  Federal 
funding  assistance  may  not  exclude  any 
person  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  or 
national  origin  from  either  use  of  the 
facility  or  participation  in  programs 
provided.   Applicants  may  charge  non- 
residents differential  fees,  however, 
so  long  as  they  are  not  set  so  high  as 
to  be  exclusionary. 


CONSERVATION  DISTRICTS 

Created  in  194  7  to  assist  farmers  and 
private  landowners  deal  with  soil  and  water 
erosion  problems,  the  15  conservation  districts 
coordinate  the  delivery  of  technical  assist- 
ance from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Soil  Conservation  Services,  the  Extension 
Service,  the  Department  of  Environmental 
Management  and  the  Division  of  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife. 

The  Districts  today  provide  technical 
assistance  for  natural  resource  programs  to 
private  landowners  and  public  agencies. 
Through  the  Massachusetts  Natural  Resources 
Program,  the  Conservation  Districts  assist 
communities  in  prepaing  open  space  and 
recreation  plans . 

Contact  the  Division  of  Conservation 
Services  for  the  addresses  of  the  District 
Offices . 


DIVISION  OF  CONSERVATION  SERVICES  : 
REGIONAL  FIELD  OFFICES 

1.  Myles  Standish  State  Forest  phone  #  866-2.580 
Box  66 

South  Carver,  Massachusetts  02566 
(Norfolk,  Plymouth,  Bristol,  Barnstable,  Dukes, 
Nantucket  Counties) 

2.  Frank  Colombo  phone  #  369-3350 
Great  Brook  Farm  State  Park 
817  Lowell  Street 

Carlisle,  Massachusetts   01741 
(Essex,  Middlesex,  Suffolk  Counties) 

3.  Joseph  Driscoll  phone  #  368-0126 
Clinton  Nursery 

Box  155 

Clinton,  Massachusetts   01510 

(Worcester  County) 

4.  Roy  Goodreau  phone  //  549-1461 
Amherst  Nursery 

Box  484 

Amherst,  Massachusetts   01002 

(Hampden,  Hampshire,  Franklin  Counties) 

5.  Carl  Curtin  phone  #  442-8992 
Pittsfield  State  Forest 
Cascade  Street 

Pittsfield,  Massachusetts    01201 
(Berkshire  County) 

ADMINISTRATION 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 
Division  of  Conservation  Services 
100  Cambridge  Street,  21st  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts   02202 
(617)  727-1552 

John  A.  Bewick,  Secretary 
Joel  A.  Lerner,  Director 
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